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Birminmham Fublic Lirary

Letter from the Director

| am pleased to share with you
some of the highlights of the
Birmingham Public Library
System for this past year,
2005. Before | efiect on our
accomplishments, | want to
look to our future and introduce
a new slogan - “Birmingham
Fublic Library: Connecting
People and Information.” We
are not replacing our missian
staterment or our affituede of
“Service Excellence.” Simply
stated, “Connecting people and
information” is what we do.

In order o connect people and
information, we need the
assistance of every BPL staff
mamber. It does not matter if
staff is at Central or in one of the
20 branch locatons, We neead
everyone. To illustrate, 'l bar-
row the phrasa, "It takes a vil-
lage.” because this past year, if
cerainly has taken all of us lo
accomplish the monumental
tasks we achieved.
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Birmingham Fublic Liwary

Citizens of Birmingham can connect with information throughout the library
system. In fact, 2,572 programs, including storytimes, lectures, musical
perdormanceas, atc., wara held for children, adults and teens at our 21 library

locations - 354 more than last year.

ammmnumhn
5,293 students
ragisterad for
Funiastic Heading,
the summear reading program faor
childran, and Readiculous, the
summar reading pmgmm for teans

rEud Cuilous

= BPL issued 3,331 summaer
reading cerfificates, a 63%
completion rate

= 350 programs were presented fo
an audience of 18,190 young
paople who read 45,580 books!

* 1,074 children registered at the
Library's programs at Birmingham
City School’s Reading Rally at
Fair Park
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Childran’s author
Donna Washington
hosted 15 stony
S@85i0NS in a singla waak
reaching an audience of 1,206
childnan

BPL @ Your Schoeol | =~
= 3,000 books wara placed in 99
classrooms via the new initiafive

Birmingham Pubfic Library &
&

Your School 1o support the
Alabama Reading Initiative
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Birmingham Cultural
nlllam:n Partnership

5256 Birmingham City Schoal
students paricipated in the
BCAFP program at the Central
Library’s Southemn History
Department and Archives

134 kindergarien classrooms,
135 first-grade classrooms, 99
sixth-grade classrooms, and
3,257 ninth-grade students in
the Birmingham School system
received packets of back-to-
school materials in the Off to a

Great Starf program

* 15 Birmingham
elementany Lizansed fo Raad
schools enjoyed the Licensed
fo Head program and 378

received new |ibrary cards

* 401 new library cards
were issued through the
Between the Lions program for
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f i SiLE bl BFisiNe |
* 5 Bimmingham high schools
enjoyed the WILD Card
program that netted 364 new

Iiorary cards xi ,E ;




Programs & Outreach  Use of Library
SU— Resources

Annual Fishing Rodeo

* 2,000 children and parents
visitad BFL's booth and
participatad in the book walk

Hnu MThe oo
5,000 childran and thair
families participated in the
library's activities at the
annual Boo at the Zoo festival

HEHIIFI\IIII ﬁ

500 copies of the book "The
First Part Last,” by Angela
Johnson were purchased and
frealy distnbutad throughout
the City. Teens wera invited fo
read it forward by passing
thair books on to othar teens
wherever they traveled. Cne
book travelad as far as Alcala,
Spain. This program concluded
with book discussions during
Teen Aaad Waak

FirHII Support

9 emargent litaracy workshops
were held for parents teaching
tham how to devalop and
maotivata the reading habits of
their young children

Erl'llll Bag Lunches
BFL hostad 47
lunchtime programs
on a variety of topics [
at tha Central Library - with a
combined audience of 1,872

BFL patons chacked out
1,434 350 books, vidans, CDs,
and works of art

BPL has 148 644 library card
holders, an increase of 2.24%
over the previous year

1,571 peopla on average anter
tha Caniral Library each day,
47,839 each month, and
574,070 for the year making it
tha most visited cultural
insfifution in Jefferson County

Tha ibrany’s free public accass
computers were used by
671,537 people

Library maating rooms wara
used for 2,482 community
maatings

MIHI Collections

1,945 researchers received
assistance in the Department of
Archaves and Manuscripts —

a new record and an increase
of 3.5% over the previous year

Hasearchers in the Archives
used 87,7848 files, scrapbooks,
architectual drawings,
photographs, and other historic
documents — an increasa of
22,990 over the pravious year

Heseamchers came from 5
differant countrigs and 33
states o use thesa esources
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Respect for the Past, Foundation for the Future
A Project in the Southern History Department

To insure proper security and accessibility of all valuable resources, BPL
began the task of conducting a complete inventory of the word-renowned
collection of the Southern History Department and Rare Book Room. During
the past year, the staff has addressed the following issues:

. Reconfigured the department so that books and other materials are
shehvad in an organized and accessible layout

. Updated the online catalog to match existing holdings

. Cataloged 1308 additional items
and bound over 1300 loose periodicals [

- Inventoried 1800 pamphiets purchased
batween 1979 and 1282 and
determined approximataly half not
found inamy other lbrary

. With permission from the Birmingham News and Birmingham Fost-
Heraid, moved forward the project to digitize the library’s clipping files
dating from the early 20th century. Thasa resources now viewable on

the library's wab sile

. Heplaced 2100 reels of severely deteriorated micrafilm of local
newspapars covaenng the years 1888-1975

. Spant over 5250,000 to praserva local history and genealogy materials

o Initiated Histoncal Vioices, a new project to capture the oral histones of
Birmingham citizens

' Produced a report on this project and presentad it to the Birmingham
Genealogical Society and other local groups

&
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Self Service Initiative

*  Began allowing library patrons to resarve books and other items using the
online web catalog

. Resarved items now placed on accessible shalving whare patrons may
retrieve the requested material at their convenience

o Coin-operated, print-release stations established at Central and the four
regional libraries

. Library Book Store now salf-sarvice, opan the sama hours as the library,
and allowing payment at the front desk when bookstore voluntears and
staff not available

. Initiatad self checkout at the Ceniral Library, and at the Five Points Wast
and Springville Road branches
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Technology

Today's library depends on tools that would astonish users only a couple of
decades ago. Improvements to these resources are ongoing and in the past

yaar included the following:

*  Upgraded the computer network operating system using the |atas!
Microsoft Active Directory configuration for better security of staff and
public PCs

*  Replaced Inernat filtering software with the newest genaration

«  Addad SPAM filtering for all incoming staff e-mail

. Installed 167 new PCs throughout the county and installed 21 new PCs in
Ihe Regional Library Computar Center bringing the total inventory
countywide to 1,022 computars

*  Rewired and upgraded network equipment in the Central Library
East Building

’ Installed wireless access (WiFi hotspots) for the public in the Central
library

*  Adapted public PCs to allow usa of USB flash dives

*  ldentified and bagan training 75 Computar Services Lialsons (CSLs)
amaong library staff to assist in keeping hundreds of PCs up, unning and
available for the public

*  Bright House Productions installed free cable connections at all BPL
tocations for data transmission
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Telling The Library's Story

The library makes sure that the citizens of Birmingham know about fts
resources and services, In 2005, the Public Relations Department designad
and developed more than 600 pieces of promotional literature, The library
alzo worked with pariners to distribute the infformation to all the citizens
of Birmingham.

Birmingham Public Library Presents

A partnership with Bright House Produchions 'g /4 - - = N
rasultad in 48 half-hour programs highlighting brl ht 'd 21
library sernvices and local history on Bright EE vy
House Cabde Channel 4 hn Hmm” i

Welcome to the Community
Information packets introduced new neighbors in the Park Flace development
to tha librany

Welcome to Birmingham
BPL provided literature to the Chamber of Commernce to include in welcome
packeis for visitors and new businessas to our anea

Birmingham Weekly Magazine
Membership i the Downtown Business Association brings opporunities for the
library to promote services and resources each week

The Readar
Library programs are advertised throughout the county in the
Jeffarson County Librany Cooperatve's quarterly newspaper

Shelter from the Storm
BFL developed a brochure to provide a list of resouncas to
those displaced by Hurricane Katrina

Family Expo
BFL partnerad with Birmingham City Schools Family Focus fo provide
information to every household with school-age children

McWane Center
BPL partnered in a statewide initiative The Einstein Challenge — a program
and exhibit highlighting the life and warks of Albent Einstein

Season’s Readings
Producad BPL's 13th edition of Season’s Readings

&
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Building & Renovation Projects

After a long delay, Ensley's residents
naw anjoy their newly renovatad

library

Smithfield

B A new 20-space parking lot was
completed at the Smithfield Branch,
thanks (o the City of Birmingham

!

Central

* Calsbrated the 20th anniversary of the
opening of the East Building

::ﬂ * Raplaced the roof of the East Buslding and

’ installed ADA-compliant electnc doors at the
parking-lot antrance

* Hecetved a facelift for the Automation

Department with new carpet, paint and

workstations

Five Points
West

A new ramp was
constructed and the
rear parking kot was
paved
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Building & Renovation Projects continued

THE SHOPS
CHl
MONTEVALLD

CV5S/ pharmacy t 1]
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Springville Road

* Reopened to is pafrons with new
spaces designed for the Circulation
Department, the Youth Department
and the Adult Services Department

= Patrons ware also pleased with the
additicn of a computer room where
computer classes can be taught

Henovaton continues with a move
scheduled early in 2006

Moved Movember 2005 from
Eastwood Mall 1o the Shops on
Montevallo

Frojact for a new facility for the Waest
End community is ongoing
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Flaced lawn care for all BPL facilities under the Public Works Department —
Horticulture Dnision

. Spent 58,500.00 o replace broken windowpanes system wide

. Started planning interior renovations to the Wylam Branch thanks to a
contribution of more than $20,000.00 from the Wylam MNeighborhood
Association

. Replaced the adult services desk and the intenor circulation desk at Morih
Birmingham Hegional Branch

. Replaced HVAC units at Pratt City, North Avondale and Wylam Branches

Grants, Donations, Gifts & Awards

. Raceived $112,000.00 from neighborhoods, organizations and individuals
for orary programs and renovabions

«  Central Library named “Top Tourist Attraction” for the City of Birmingham
according to the Birmingham Business Journal's Book of Lists

*  Archives Departmant named a repository for the Library of Congress
Veteran's History Progect

*  BPL's Archivist assisting in the developmeant of an online 'EH'I-C-!.I'-I:|':I-|:I-Edia -
Encyclopedia of Alabama

*  Reaceved First Place for the Department of
Youth Sernces Youth First initative; First P'IELCE
in the Government categony for NCCJ's Walk
As One campaign; and Third Place for the
Department of Youth Services Feed the Nead campagn

*  Staff was recognized for increasing their giving to the United Way
by 42.4% over the previous year

Alahama Library Association Convention *"’E’_{"H

Hosted the annual convention of the Alabama Library Association -
with the highest attendance of any previous convention

&
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The Central Library

The Birmingham Public Library
2100 Park Pl

Birmingham, AL 35203
206-226-3600

Monday-Tuesday & a.m.- 8 p.m., Wednesdap-Salurday 9 a.m.- § pum.,
Sunday 2 p.m.- & p.m.

24/1Branch

www.hiplonline.org

24 hours 5 day, 7 days a week,
365 days a year

Literacy Branch
Literacy

730 8th Ave Wes!
Birmingham, AL 35204
205-322-6731

Monday-Friday 2 a.m,- 11 am., 1 p.m.-3pm.

Regional Branches

Avondale Library North Birmingham Library
509 South 40th St 2501 31st Ave Norh
Birmingham, AL 35222 Birmingham, AL 35207
205-F26-4000 205-226-4025

Five Points West Library springville Road Library
d§13 Ave Wast 1224 Oid Springville Rd
Birmingham, AL 35208 Birmingham, AL 35215
205-226-4013 205-226-4081

Monday-Tuesday  a.m.- 8 p.m., Wednesdap-Salurday 9 am.- § pm.,
Sunday 2 p.m.- & pum.

&
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Community Branches
Eastlakelibrary  PratiCitylibrary  Southside Library

#5 Oporto-Madnd Bivd 1100 Hibermnian 5t 1814 11th Ave South
Birmingham, AL 352068 Birmingham, AL 35214 Bimmingham, AL 35205

205-836-3341 205-T98-5071 205-833-7776
Eastwood Library Smithfield Library  Titusville Library
4500 Montevallo Rd #1 8ih Ave West #2 6th Ave Southweast

Birmingham, AL 35210 Birmingham, AL 35204  Birmingham, AL 35211
205-591-4944 205-324-B428 205-322-1140

Morday-Saturday 9 a.m.- 6 pomn., Sunday (Eastwood andy) = 1 pan.- 5 oo

Easi Ensley Library

00 14th St, Ensley
Birmingham, AL 35218
205-787-1928

Ensley Library

1201 25th 5t, Enslay
Birmingham, AL 35218
205-785-2625

Ingienook Library
4100 40th Ter North
Birmingham, AL 35217
205-849-8739

North Avendale Library
501 43rd St North
Birmingham, AL 35222
205-502-2082

Powderly Library
3301 Jefferson Ave Southwest

Birmingham, AL 35221
205-925-6178

&
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Slossfield Library
1916 25th Crt North
Birmingham, AL 35234
205-322-1222

West End Litirary

1241 Tuscaloosa Ave Southwast
Birmingham, AL 35211
205-226-4089

Woodiawn Library
5709 151 Ave North
Birmingham, AL 35212
205-595-2001

Wylam

4300 Tth Ave, Wylam
Birmingham, AL 35224
205-785-04 30

Hawrs Vary By Locafian




Birmingham Library Board

Past Library Board memibers:

Alma F. Dennis

Minnie C, Booker

Marie C. Bracy

Friends of the Birmingham Public Library

The Mayor and City Council, City of Birmingham

Our Friends and Partners

Barnes & Noble

Birmingham Adult Education
Birmingham City Schools
Birmingham Ciwl Rights Institute
Birmingham Division of Youth Services
Birmingham Histoncal Society
Birmingham Jewish Federation
Birmingham Museum of Art
Birmingham Neighborhood Associations
Birmingham Pubhz Television
Birmingham Recreation Centars
Birmingham Sister City Commission
Bluff Park Anl Association

Bright House Netwarks

Chick-Fil-A

Downtown Business Association
Exparimental Artists of Alabama

Fox 6

Girls Scouts

Junior League of Bimingham
McWane Center

Operation New Bimmingham

Pepper Place Farmer's Markat
Fizza Hut

Rally's

Tutwiler Hotel

Walercolor Sociaty of Alabama

A all those who walk
through the library's doors,
visit the web sita, and

USE OUT SBMVICES

Birmingham Public Library

Comnscting Paople and Urferma oo
2100 Park Place, Birmingham, AL 35203 = 205-226-3500

wwnaLbplonline.org



