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Program Spotlights

1-2-3 Play with Me at Select Birmingham Public Library Locations
The Birmingham Public Library is kicking off the fall season of 1-2-3 Play With Me, its popular program
allowing parents in Birmingham Public Library locations to share an educational experience that helps them
bond with their babies and toddlers. This program emphasizes the role of parents as the first teachers of
their children, facilitates early intervention, and teaches strategies for healthy child development and early
literacy. BPL is providing a special time and place for parents to come to public libraries across Birmingham
and spend one-on-one time playing with their children. This five-week program is for children birth to age 3
and their parents/caregivers. Read More

West End and Powderly Branch Libraries Offering Free Adult Line Dance Classes
George Mauldin first gained a skill for dancing while growing up as a teenager in his hometown of Selma,
Alabama. Now 72, Mauldin is sharing his talents with adults in Birmingham who desire to join the line
dance craze. Read More

Food for Fines and Library Card Sign-Up Month in September

Throughout the month of September, all public libraries in Jefferson County will be participating in a food
drive that helps support local charities by replenishing food pantries in anticipation of the coming
holidays. Food for Fines is held in conjunction with the annual National Library Card Sign-Up Month. In
September cardholders can trade in their old card for a keychain card, receive a replacement for a worn out
card, or replace a lost card without paying the $3.00 replacement fee. Read More

Painting at UAB Exhibit Opens at Central Library September 7

Painting at UAB, a free exhibit featuring paintings created by students of The University of Alabama at
Birmingham (UAB) Professor Gary Chapman, will be on display in the Fourth Floor Gallery in the East
Building of the Central Library beginning September 7 through October 25, 2018. An opening
reception is scheduled for Sunday, September 9, from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m., in the gallery. This
exhibit will highlight the diverse work created in the UAB College of Arts and Sciences Department of Art
and Art History painting studio under Chapman's guidance. Read More

BPL Perspectives

L-R: Debra Blaylock, Faith Chapel community
liaison, with Connie Tolbert and Selina Johnson
of the Wylam Library

Constance Blaylock and her 2018 Summer Push
students

Wylam Library, Faith Chapel Christian Center Partner on Summer Push, Vittles
for Vitality Programs
For nearly a decade Faith Chapel Christian Center has been a strong community partner with the nearby
Wylam Branch Library. Leadership at Faith Chapel, which began in Wylam in April 1981 in the home of
founder Pastor Michael D. Moore, feel it is a part of their “responsibility as a church to be an active partner
and supporter of community initiatives at Wylam Library,” said Debra Blaylock, community liaison with
Faith Chapel. Read More

BPL Reads Banned Books
Banned Books Week, an annual national event celebrating the freedom to read, will be
observed September 23-29, 2018. This event was launched in 1982 in response to a sudden
surge in the number of challenges to popular books in schools, bookstores, and libraries.
Banned Books Week brings together the entire book community—librarians, booksellers,
publishers, journalists, and readers. The 2018 theme, “Banning Books Silences Stories,” is
a reminder that everyone needs to speak out against the tide of censorship.

1984 by George Orwell
Reviewed by Roy Williams, Public Relations Department
As a teenager my identical twin, Troy Williams, and I were given a reading
assignment in class that captivated us like never before. In 1978 at the age
of 14, we read 1984, the classic George Orwell depiction of a world in which
government propaganda and intrusion permeated society.
Books and articles were rewritten to twist facts into what the government
wanted citizens to believe. “Big Brother” was everywhere, dictating even
how you thought. The book’s hero, Winston Smith, is a low-ranking member
of the Party who became frustrated at how “Big Brother” controlled every
aspect of society. Along with his girlfriend, Julia, Winston Smith led a fight for
freedom and justice. Read More

Upcoming Events
Bards & Brews Open Mic Poetry Event at Iron City
September 7, 6:30-9:00 p.m.
Prime Time Family Reading Time
September 11, 18, 6:00-7:30 p.m., Five Points West Regional Branch Library
Old Photographs: Solving the Mysteries
October 6, 1:00-3:00 p.m., Central Library
Teen Writing Workshop with Chandra Sparks Splond
October 10, 3:30-4:30 p.m., West End Branch Library
Beyond the Basics of Genealogy – Dear Cousin: Corresponding with Your DNA Relatives
October 14, 2:30-3:30 p.m., Central Library
Church Records and Histories for the Genealogist
October 28, 2:30-3:30 p.m., Central Library

Closures
Staff Day
All Birmingham Public Library locations closed October 18
Magic City Classic
Smithfield Branch Library closing at 1:00 p.m. October 26; closed all day October 27

Donate
Birmingham Public Library, 2100 Park Place, Birmingham, Alabama, 35203
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